
 

MLAC has established the following criteria for receipt of statewide funding.  As part of a periodic 
review of these criteria, MLAC invites comments and observations until the end of the day on February 
28, 2019 to statewidecriteria@mlac.org. 
 
Applications for funding to statewide programs criteria: 
 

 The applicant must be a “Qualified legal services program” and meet the definition of 
“Statewide program”.  MGL c.221A, Section 1.1 

 Factors to be considered in evaluating applications: 
o The need for the proposed client and/or support services, 
o Whether and how the applicant proposes to address current and emerging needs, 
o The applicant’s experience delivering the proposed client and/or support services, 
o The direct impact of the proposed client and/or support services to the clients and/or 

legal aid programs supported, 
o The impact of the proposed client and/or support services beyond the direct impacts 

expected for the clients and/or legal aid programs supported, 
o The extent to which the applicant’s services are duplicative of services provided by local 

legal aid programs, 
o For applicants seeking funding to deliver client services statewide, whether such 

services will be duplicative of the client services provided by local legal aid programs, 
o For applicants seeking funding to deliver support services statewide, whether such 

services will be duplicative of the support services provided by other statewide legal aid 
programs,  

o The applicant’s financials, 
o The applicant’s staffing, 
o The applicant’s board, 
o The applicant’s reputation as a legal and policy expert on access to justice matters 

impacting low-income people, 
o The applicant’s litigation experience with emphasis on impact litigation and co-

counseling with local legal aid organizations, 
o The applicant’s demonstrated history of collaboration with legal aid organizations and 

community organizations, 
o The applicant’s history of delivering client and/or support services statewide,  
o The applicant’s history as an MLAC grantee, and 
o The applicant’s history of improving access to legal services for disadvantaged 

communities of all kinds.  
  

                                                 
1 "Qualified legal services program", a nonprofit program which provides legal services in civil cases without charge to indigent 

persons and has a board of directors composed of both attorneys and consumers of legal services. Legal services programs which 

have been or are funded in whole or in part by the Legal Services Corporation established pursuant to 42 USC 2996 to 2996(1), 

inclusive, shall be presumed to be qualified legal services programs. 

    "Statewide program", a qualified legal services program serving eligible clients, or providing support services to local 

programs throughout the Commonwealth. 
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Applicants will be expected to adhere to the following assurances, adherence to each of which will be 
a condition to funding. 
 

 It will comply with the Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation Act (Ch. 221A, MGL 1996), as 
amended, and the rules and regulations, policies, guidelines, instructions and other directives 
issued by the Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corporation (MLAC). 
 

 It has the legal authority to apply for and receive funds from MLAC and that funds received will 
enable it and will be used to provide legal assistance to eligible clients who would otherwise be 
unrepresented. 
 

 It is a non-profit corporation and it will restrict the use of funds received from MLAC to activities 
permitted by organizations exempt from taxation under Section 501c (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954. 
 

 It will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious creed, national origin, sex, age, 
gender, ancestry, sexual orientation, marital status or disability of a qualified person with 
disabilities against (1) any person applying for employment or employed by the applicant with 
respect to any personnel action proposed or taken concerning the applicant or employee; or (2) 
any person seeking participation in, or the benefits or services of, the organization or 
organizations supported in whole or part by funds from MLAC. 
 

 It will, upon request, cooperate with all data collection, monitoring and evaluation activities 
undertaken by MLAC, and give any authorized representative of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts access to all records, books, papers or documents, provided that neither MLAC 
nor the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall have access to any reports, records or 
information subject to the attorney-client privilege. It will comply with requirements 
promulgated by MLAC from time to time for identification, accounting and reporting on 
organization administrative, personnel, overhead, support and other costs (including 
reimbursement to private attorneys, if any) with necessary invoices and other back-up data. 
 

 It will annually submit to MLAC within 120 days after the close of MLAC's fiscal year, financial 
statements audited by a certified public accountant, in such form as MLAC shall require. 
 

 It will comply with applicable MLAC requirements as to the percentages of attorneys and eligible 
clients on its board of directors. 
 

 It will comply with the policies adopted by the MLAC Board of Directors relevant to the receipt 
of statewide funding. 
 

 It understands and agrees that MLAC may, in its sole discretion, award no funds or may award 
funds in greater or lesser amounts and/or for greater or lesser periods of time than requested in 
an application for funding. 
 

 By accepting funds awarded to it, it assents to any modification that may be made by MLAC in 
the requested or approved budget submitted by the applicant. 
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 If funding is terminated before the expected expiration date or if applicant ceases to receive 
funds from MLAC after the expiration of the funding period, applicant hereby gives assurance 
that it will follow MLAC's directions with respect to the use or disposition of fund balances, 
records and any equipment, supplies or property purchased with MLAC funds and will include a 
footnote in its annual audit setting forth this requirement. 
 

 It understands and acknowledges:(a) that statewide funding is subject to monies being 
appropriated to MLAC for those purposes by the General Court of the Commonwealth; and, (b) 
that the MLAC Board will determine on a quarterly basis the amount of General Support Funds 
which it will distribute to qualified legal services organizations and that the Board may, at any 
such quarterly determination, conclude, because the amount of available funds is less than 
anticipated or for good cause shown, that it will not distribute additional funds to one or more 
qualified legal services organizations which had during the current funding year received such 
funds from MLAC. The MLAC Board may make whatever other disposition of any such 
undistributed funds as it determines to be proper. 
 

 It understands and acknowledges that changes in state or federal law or funding may require 
structural changes in the operations of MLAC grant recipients. These changes might necessitate 
an adjustment in the amount of MLAC funds awarded. Recipients of funding will be given at 
least sixty days’ notice of any such change. 
 

 It has complied with all MLAC reporting requirements as applicable including the filing of its 
audit and board of directors' minutes; and the required reports have either been filed previously 
or are uploaded with its application[s]. 

 
 

 


